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THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE NEWSPAPER SINCE 1875 
• Public Safety 
Policy may jeopardize safety 
By Kathryn Ritchie 
Maine Campus staff 
An informed community is a 
safe community, according to 
Public Safety Police Lt. Alan 
Stormann, but recent actions sug-
gest the campus police are only 
willing to go so far in keeping the 
community informed. 
In 1996, seven "forcible 
rapes" were reported in the uni-
versity's annual safety and secu-
rity information report. The def-
inition of forcible rape includes 
forcible "fondling, non-forcible 
incest and statutory rape." Of the 
seven reported "forcible rapes," 
according to Lt. Stormann, three 
were actual rapes, one was an 
attempted rape, two involved of-
fensive touching and the last one 
involved a man masturbating on 
a woman. Of the seven cases, one 
was sent to judicial affairs, four 
are still active and two had charg-
es brought against two men. 
Stormann' s statement was 
tested by The Maine Campus last 
month when the paper asked to 
view the police reports for the 
seven alleged forcible rapes, with 
the names of the victims blacked 
out. Stormann said it was the first 
time in 16 years anyone had asked 
him for a report. 
Public ~afety did release re-
ports for the two cases in which 
charges were filed, with the 
names of one man who had been 
arrested and another man who 
had been summoned blacked out. 
According to Stormann, the men 
were found innocent and their 
names were stricken from the 
record. In contrast, other law en-
forcement agencies, such as the 
Bangor Police Department, do 
release their reports upon request, 
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without information blacked out. 
"If somebody's charged, that becomes 
public information that goes statewide," 
said Lt. Tim Reid of the Bangor Police 
Department. 
He said that, typically those reports go 
on to the District Attorney's' office where 
they are then available to the public. The 
police will furnish reports, which contain 
the accused's name and address and the 
charges, to the media once charges have 
been filed in a case. However, Reid said, 
the police will not release evidentiary in-
formation. 
Gordon Scott, a partner at Eaton, Pea-
body, Bradford and Veague, said after 
hearing that the names of the accused on 
the two obtained police reports had been 
blacked out, that such an act would not be 
permissible by a local police department 
or from state police. He said there are 
reasons why names can be withheld, but 
"to protect the name of someone who has 
been found innocent is not one of them." 
"I'm not sure if the campus police are 
justified in withholding any record," said 
Scott, who worked on legislative repre-
sentation for the Maine Press Association 
for nearly 20 years. "I don't think they're 
on particularly firm ground." 
Scott saw three reasons crime records 
should be released on campus: to let stu-
dents know how safe they are, to provide 
the campus community with a means to 
watch over the campus police and to allow 
students and staff at UMaine to have an 
intelligent discussion about whether the 
police are responding adequately to crime. 
"Unless we know what the dangers are 
out there, how on earth do you know how 
to protect yourself from those dangers?" 
said Mike Hiestand, a attorney at the Wash-
ington D.C.-based Student Press Law Cen-
ter, which provides legal advice for stu-
dent newspapers across the country. 
Stormann and Safety Prevention Of-
ficer Deb Mitchell visited a journalism 
class in September, prepared to discuss all 
seven reported "forcible rapes." He al-
lowed a student to view a summary of the 
reports for a brief moment. Stormann said 
he has since researched what he can and 
can't release and it has made him more 
cautious than before. He said he had to 
check with the Attorney General's office 
and Public Safety attorneys to see what to 
black out on the reports and what could be 
released. 
"I had information with me I just prob-
ably shouldn't have taken with me," Stor-
mann said. "We've all had an experience 
from this." 
In one released report of an incident 
that happened in April 1996, a woman 
walked home from a party with a class-
mate. They preceded to go to her room, 
undress and have sex. But when she told 
him to stop the man did not. He was 
arrested by Public Safety later that morn-
ing and' taken to the Penobscot County 
jail. 
In the other released report, of an inci-
dent that happened a month earlier, a man 
unzipped a women's pants, pinned her 
against a wall and masturbated on her. 
The report indicates that Public Safety 
gave him a written harassment warning 
and a summons for unlawful sexual con-
tact. The report also states that the victim 
requested the case be sent to the conduct 
office in Judicial Affairs. 
Stormann said a victim can decide 
whether to pursue the case in-house in 
Judicial Affairs or in District Court. Often-
times, a case is sent to both places. In court, 
a jury or judge has to rule "beyond a rea-
sonable doubt," while Judicial Affairs has 
to find a "preponderance of evidence." 
Stormann said it is not double jeopardy 
to try someone in front of both bodies, but 
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it serves as a backup forthe victim. If there 
is not enough evidence to bring the ac-
cused to a trial, there still may be enough 
evidence to take action through Judicial 
Affairs. 
Bill Kennedy, director for Judicial Af-
fairs, views the in-house process as an 
educational experience for people who 
corrie before him. Any ruling the commit-
tee makes, with the exception of suspen-
sion or expulsion, is erased from a stu-
dent's record upon graduation. 
After receiving the blacked out reports, 
the Campus requested the names of both 
men from Public Safety Associate Direc-
tor Charles Chandler. He responded five 
days later with a letter, citing the Criminal 
History Record Information Act, MRSA 
Title 16, sections 611thru622, as amend-
ed, as reasons for not providing the names. 
Title 16, Section 611 states that non-con-
viction data, which includes a record of 
acquittal, cannot be released to the public. 
However, Section 612 states that "origi-
nal records of entry, such as police blot-
ters, that are maintained by criminal jus-
tice agencies that are complied and orga-
nized chronologically" can be released. 
"My own feeling is that the legislature 
has reduced the scope of records that are 
available for public inspection," Scott said. 
He said that in the last 1 O years in 
Maine, newspapers have been losing most 
of their battles in the Legislature. He point-
ed to the Bangor Daily News' victory in 
1988 when it sued the Bangor Police De-
partment for the right to review applica-
tions for the chief of police. A year after 
that victory, said Scott, the legislature 
changed the rules so those records are no 
longer available. He said the most signif-
icant improvements for press freedom were 
made in the 1950s and 1960s and have not 
been repeated. 
"Around the country, the press is finding 
the public is not especially happy with them 
and it's being reflected in some of the legis-
lation and court rulings," said Hiestand. 
